tkts2k Competition

Two Australians, Tai Ropiha
and John Choi, have won
the international design
competition for the redesign
of the Times Square
centrepiece, the ‘tkts’ ticket
booth. Helen Kaiser spoke
with the young architects
about their proposal.
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® HK I'm interested in the
references you've drawn on to
develop this concept. In particular,
what is the significance of the
colour? Is it a reference to the red
carpet or is it a bold statement and
reaction to the context of the site?
C/R Yes, the colour is a reference to
red carpet and red curtains hopefully
generating a sense of drama and a
sanse of occasion. The concept of the
red steps was appealing to us because
of these associations and also because
it would provide a memorable identity.
Until now, tkts has traded on its simple
red helvetica logo and we wanted to
relate to this history but also expand
tkis' identity to enable legibility at an
urban scale (that is, on a postcard),
The singularity and simplicity of the
red steps is a deliberate contrast to
the chaotic surrounds of Times
Square. It also forms a backdrop to
the Father Duffy statue.

HK Obviously this site serves as a
hub for ticket sales, is a major
meeting point, and so on, but, in
NYC's urban fabric, what is its
broader relevance? Does it have a
deeper significance for New Yorkers
and, more importantly, how do you
think your design will influence or
change that relationship?

C/R Times Square is a place of
heightened urban activity, where

people, traffic, entertainment and
information converge. Similar to the
way in which New York is viewed as
the pinnacle of urban development,
Times Square is seemingly
representative of the aspirations of a
nation, displaying the achievements of
American culture. Telecommunications
and entertainment businesses
dominate the surrounds with giant
billboards and electronic screens
creating a surreal, electronic, futuristic
atmosphere. Both New Yorkers and
tourists alike flock to Times Square to
witness ‘live to air’ television news
and music shows in glass-fronted
studios.

Times Square also exists in the minds
of people around the world, as it is
represented in films, magazines and
television coverage of New Year's Eve
celebrations. Its virtual image is ever
present and contributes to the identity
of New York. (Times Square is
considered to be the “crossroads of
the world” - how very NYI)

Currently Times Square is very much a
space that you move through. Cars
and pedestrians converge and flow
through the space without interruption
(like a venturi effect). The tkis steps
will provide a refuge for people to
pause and observe Times Square.
Sitting on the steps places the
observer slightly above the movement

of people and cars, like sitting on a
large stone in a river. We also hope
that the steps will signal a sense of
arrival at Times Square and the
Broadway theatre precinct.

HK You mentioned that much of
your research was done on the net.
How did this means and other
technology enable you to develop
your concept?

C/R We obtained useful background
information from the net, such as
historical information on Father Duffy
and George Cohen. We were also able
to download images of Times Square,
which helped our understanding of the
space. After hearing that we had won
the competition, we researched
information about the various
stakeholders, which gave us insight
to the political context surrounding
the project.

With regard to the use of digital
technology in architecture, we used
Giant Squid Multimedia to help us
develop a compelling image. Although
the image was more conceptual than
those developed in other entries, it
strongly conveyed the essence of the
idea. Sometimes the technology
available can become the focus,
overpowering the idea itself.

HK What were your impressions of
the competition process itself?
What likelihood is there that
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political or external meddling could
negatively influence the realisation
of your design?
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